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Comparing Sculptures of Ancient India and Greece
Introduction
Indians and Greek art had a lot of differences and similarities in their sculptures even though they lived far away from having different traditional and cultural beliefs.  They showed many similar topics: animals, gods, and the goddesses, myths, royalty, sports, and everyday life (Buell, 2016). Even though the Indians used a lot of gems and beads, they both used a lot of gold in their artwork.  Greeks mainly used stones in making their sculptures while the Indians used a lot of different materials. This paper compares the sculptures of the ancient Indian and Greece highlighting some of their significant similarities and differences.
The Difference in their Pottery Style
Even though both the Greeks and the Indians showed a lot of gods and myths on their poetry and sculptures, they had a different style. The Greek used the red-figure technique of pottery where the red figures and the black backgrounds depicted after firing the ceramics in the kilns. The Indians made unglazed pottery with beautiful paintings. Unlike the Greeks, the Indians did not emphasize much on spots on the surfaces of their sculpture (Zheng & Angelakis, 2018).
The Differences in their Daily way of Life
The ancient Greek sculptures majorly depicted Gods and the goddesses, sports, animals, royalty and some festivals and events such as the Olympic Games (Zheng & Angelakis, 2018). Greek poetry mainly exhibited myths, stories, games, and their daily life activities. Ancient India had sculptures and statues representing their gods, goddesses, Buddha, kings, and sculptures of men and women dancing. These sculptures were either made of stones or bronze (Buell, 2016).
The Indian tradition of their sculpture is traced back during the era of the first Indian empire known as the Maurya dynasty. Mogali, and Abrahams (2017), states that the sculptors and the statues symbolized the scenes and characters of the three Indian religions: Buddhism, Jainism, and Hinduism. Among the three religions, the Hindu art is the most lasting image. It consists of young magnificent full breasted and nude women with a striking athletic pose. These women are female attendants described to be characters of the legends  (Buell, 2016). 
When emperor Ashoka adopted Buddhism, he started a mission with the aim of spreading the teachings of the faith as full and far as possible. He constructed 85000 dome-shaped monuments engraved on pillars and rocks to help him in his mission. The symbol of the first sermon delivered by Buddha at Samath is known as the dharma chakra or the sacred wheel of law. Greece on the other side made innovations in paintings and sculptures and that promoted western art. The Greek painters attempted to reveal the human body in motion making their art to be more real. Most skills also showed some drama and unusual beauty of these paintings (Mogali, & Abrahams, 2017). The Greek's sculptures greatly concentrated on the perfection, poise, and proportion of the human body. As argued by Zheng and Angelakis (2018), their stone and bronze sculptures remained the most recognizable piece of work art ever in the history of civilization (Mogali, & Abrahams, 2017).

Difference in the Features and Designs
Mogali, and Abrahams (2017) indicate that the ancient Indian sculpture comprised the various features and designs that mainly depicted the themes of their lifestyle making the Indian sculpture to be more realistic compared to the Greek. Most statues found in the cities comprised of different small objects put together to form shapes and images known as terra-cotta objects. Other materials such as the soapstone were also to make animal carvings. The terra-cotta sculptures were further decorated with elaborated jewelry.

The Similarities
In the era of 600-300 BC, there are some common ideas such as monism that was shared by both the Indians and the Greek (Buell, 2016). They both believed in the sense that all things share the same entity. They used this as a concept to understand the world in a better way. There are several similarities between the Greek and the Indian sculptures due to their common Indo-European heritage (Buell, 2016). Another possible reason for these similarities is due to direct and indirect contact between the Indians and Greeks. The Indians had a representation of their god Buddha as a human being (Vounotrypidis, & Noutsou, 2015). His presence was a symbolized by the wheel of the law, the empty throne, his umbrella, and his footprints. According to Buell (2016), this new art originated at Gandhara, a place located towards the south of the Hindu Kush. The Greek Indian cultures came into contacts in this place leading to diffusion of cultural styles and models. Most sculptors were crossing the borders through the trade routes to establish their workshops in Gandhara to market and sell their sculptures there. These Greek artists adopted new skills even though their techniques remained the same (Vounotrypidis, & Noutsou, 2015).
The Buddha came to resemble the Apollo, the Greek's god. Most of the sculptures and statues were proportional following the Hellenistic model (Vounotrypidis, & Noutsou, 2015).
In modern days, sculptures are used in several places in different ways. In worship places and churches, there are sculptures used in worship. For instance, there are sculptures of Mary and Jesus on the cross, especially in the Catholic churches. Most cities and towns also contain statues of some heroes who lived before to keep their memories. Some sculptures help in entertainment and decoration purposes (Buell, 2016).
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is true that the Greek and the Indians had some similarities and differences in their sculptures. The sculptures had a lot of functions in both the Indian and the Greek culture. For instance, both the Indians and Greek used the statues to spread the religion. The statues promoted the customs and traditions of both the Greek and the Indians. Most of these sculptures depicted daily human activities, stories, drama. They also transferred myths from one generation to another.
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